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people who believes we need to grow. S o I guess I still ...I
unders t a n d whe r e Sen a t o r L a n d i s i s a nd we a l l g e t t o p l a ce s
where we ca«'t change our mind, but it...but it seems to me that
t hi s o n e i s . ..and I agr e e w i t h h i m. He i nv i t ed , g r ac i ous l y
i nv i t e d, e v e r y b o dy s t an d u p an d t a l k ab o u t t h i s . Tha t ' s wha t
we' re here for. We' re paid to come here and debate t he i ss ue ,
so.. .and we' ve heard from people pro and con, but we' ve got one
factor remaining. We' re 30 cents apart and I, for one , don ' t
know wh ether tha t's too much or too little in the rural area,
b ut I . . .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: . .know wha t t h e co n s e q u e nc e o f no t d o i n g . . . I
t h in k I kn o w w h a t t h e con s e q u e nc e o f n o t ma k i n g a ny ad j u s t me n t
w il l b e , a n d I wo u l d r eg r e t t h a t c on s e q u e n ce . So I ' d ur ge t ha t
we keep t h i n k i n g an d wor k i ng t o ge t h e r . Th a nk yo u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Brashear. The next speaker
is Senator Hartnett, followed by Sen ators Bak er, Stu thman,
Chambers, Thompson, Landis, and Beutler.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mad am President and members of the body, to
a t t r a c t a L B 7 7 5 p r o j ec t y o u n e ed a ma s s o f p e op l e t o do i t .
Oh, an d i f y o u ' l l l o ok a t t h e hi s t o r y , wi t h t h e b o o k t ha t wa s
passed out last week, I think we all got it, the 2002 ann ual
report dealing with LB 775 and all the other amendments, most of
the projects have gon e to Omah a and L incoln and Lancaster,
D ouglas, and Sarpy County, so forth. And it's also gone to t h e
first-class cities, and I passed a sheet out with what the wages
are i n those firs t-class c i ties. Twenty - three o f the 31
first-class cities have gotten projects; 18 of se cond-class
cities have got ten pro jects. And I went th rough over the
weekend, s i n ce I ha d so m e t i m e, f i r s t o ne i s Aub u r n . Au b u r n
pay. . .their average median wage in Auburn based upon the census
of 2 0 00 , fo r me n , i s 3 5 t h o u sa n d , 18 f o r . . . t h o u sa n d f o r wo me n ;
Auburn . . .or I m e an Auro ra, 29 and 20; Dakota City, 30 and 24;
Cozad, 2 7 a nd 2 0 . An d I c a n g o t h r ou gh a l l t h e re s t o f t h em,
the on e s t h a t do i t , t h ey d o p a y mor e th a n wh a t we ' re a sk i ng
for. The median is more than what we pay. . .asking for in this
amendment. And you know why I think one of the things we looked
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